






More than two-thirds of people we surveyed (70%) said that their health-
care needs are not being met by Pennsylvania’s current healthcare system.





Independence Blue Cross (IBX), mistakenly opened multiple accounts under 

account. When Tammy’s medical providers billed IBX, the company refused 
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said that year’s insurance rate increases affected their lives, in many cases very seriously. However,
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AbOUT PUT PEOPlE FIRST! PENNSylvANIA
Put People First! Pennsylvania gives voice to everyday people who 
are struggling to meet our basic needs. We define our basic needs 
as things we need to live healthy and fulfilling lives, like education, 
housing, healthcare, jobs at living wages, food, and a healthy  
environment. We’re a membership organization made up mostly  
of people who know from our life experience that poor and working 
people need to unite and have a voice. No one else is going to do 
it for us. We’re building, county by county, all across Pennsylvania. 
We’re urban and rural. We’re multiracial. We’re politically indepen-
dent. Until we unite, we don’t have the power to change things.

AbOUT NESRI 
In partnership with communities, the National Economic  
and Social Rights Initiative (NESRI) works to build a broad  
movement for economic and social rights, including health,  
housing, education, and work with dignity. Based on the principle 
that fundamental human needs create human rights obligations  
on the part of government and the private sector, NESRI advocates 
for public policies that guarantee the universal and equitable  
fulfillment of these rights in the United States.






