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Health Care 
By the Numbers Updated June 15, 2020 
LOSING INSURANCE COVERAGE
Losing Coverage During the Pandemic
26.8 million 
Number of people who lost insurance because of a job 
loss from March 1 to May 2, 2020. 31 million workers 
filed for unemployment, and 78 million people live in 
families in which someone lost a job. 1 

7 million 
Number of people in these working families who lost a 
job but never had insurance in the first place 2 

27.9 million 
Total number of people who were already uninsured 
before the pandemic 3 

8 
Number of states in which more than one million 
people lost employer-sponsored insurance coverage, 
March 1 to May 2, 2020): 4 
 

 

1.9 million 
Number of people who lost insurance, but are 
ineligible for Medicaid and insurance subsidies 
because state officials refused to expand Medicaid 5 

1.9 million 
Number of people who lost insurance, but are 
ineligible for Medicaid and insurance subsidies 
because federal laws excludes them on the basis of 
income, citizenship, or employment status 6 

23 million 
Number of people who lost insurance coverage and are 
eligible for new coverage, but will have to overcome 
administrative and financial barriers in order to enroll 
in Medicaid or private insurance 7 

13.3% 
Official unemployment rate in May 8 

27.0% 
Unemployment rate in May including people who want 
a job but have given up looking, people working part 
time who want more hours, and people who are 
temporarily laid off 9 

2023 
Earliest possible year by which the Federal Reserve 
expects unemployment to return to pre-pandemic 
levels 10 
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Everyday Coverage Losses
1 in 4 
Portion of adults (18 to 64) who find themselves 
uninsured at some point each year (24.4%) 11 

28% 
Percentage of people on an employer plan in 
Michigan who were not on that same plan a year 
later 12 

46.7% 
Percentage of people with poverty-level incomes 
who find themselves uninsured at some point each 
year 13 

1 in 3 
Portion of low-income people experiencing a 
change in insurance coverage who report having to 
skip doses of medication (34%) or a decline in 
health (36%) 14 

 

 

 

 

54% 
Portion of low-income people experiencing a gap in 
coverage who could not get needed medical care in 
the past year because of the cost 15 

1 in 3 
Portion of adults with employer-sponsored 
insurance who experience a change in primary 
health insurance every two years (34.6%) 16 

 

14.6% 
Percentage of private-sector employers with fifty or 
fewer workers who offered insurance in 2014 but 
not in 2015 17 

4.5 
Average number of years a person in poverty in 
2007 would continue to live in poverty over the 
following 12 years. (As people’s income and 
employment shift, so too does their eligibility for 
Medicaid and insurance eligibility.) 18 
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Uninsured Kids and Moms
4.3 million 
Number of kids without any health insurance 
coverage, 2018 19  

 
1.898 million 
Number of kids eligible for Medicaid/CHIP 
(Children’s Health Insurance Program), but still 
uninsured, 2016 20 

1.1 million  
National decline in CHIP Enrollment from 
December 2017 to July 2019 due to changes in 
employment, enrollment barriers, and anti-
immigrant threats 21 

 
SOURCE: Kaiser Family Foundation 

39 / 50 
Fraction of states that witnessed a reduction in 
CHIP enrollment in 2018 22 

1 in 3 
Uninsured children who were enrolled in 
Medicaid/CHIP the prior year 23 

3.8 million 
Number of mothers with kids under 18 who don’t 
have health insurance 24 

55% 
Percentage of women getting Medicaid coverage for 
delivery who experience a coverage gap in the 
ensuing six months 25 

 
SOURCE: Daw et al., Health Affairs 

28.5% 
Percentage of new mothers in Texas who are 
uninsured 26 

11.5% 
Percentage of new mothers who are uninsured 
nationwide 27
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